CLARKSON HISTORICAL NEWSLETTER
February 2026
Dear CHS Members and /friends,

I think I have had enough snow this year, and yet it keeps
coming down. Hope you all are well and staying warm and
healthy.

We have decided to share our lecture series with the Morgan
Manning House and the Triangle Tract historical society. We

did this last year and we had quite a few interesting
programs. We decided to continue again this year but will space our lecture series
out to one per month instead of two. We think this will work a bit better for all of us
who work so hard to bring this series to our community.

We are looking forward to seeing many of you at our programs this year, for our
children as well as adults. We are committed to continue to explore our connections
between the people in our town, both past present and between one another.

Anita OBrien President of CHS

Children’s Programs Cursive Writing Contest
by Board Member Patricia Galinski

The Clarkson Historical Society sponsored its annual Handwriting Contest for
students from fourth grade thru high school. The contest celebrates the birthday of
John Hancock (January 23rd), whose signature was the most prominent on the
Declaration of Independence. Those entering wrote the following sentence in their
best cursive: “The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.” Entry forms have been
received from Albion, Brockport, Clarkson, Hamlin, Hilton, Holly, Kendall, Naples
Pittsford and Spencerport. Entries will be judged on February 24t on legibility,
neatness and clarity of letter formation. Winners will be announced in our March
Newsletter. I want to thank Heather Camman, Jill Paladino, and Patricia Galinski
for their help in the Handwriting Contest.



LECTURE SERIES 2026

Saturday March 21, at 2pm (note
date and time change from our
usual program for this lecture) Steve
Locke will present “The Founding
and history of the Bergen Swamp
Preservation Society.”

Tuesday April 7 at 7pm SUNY
Brockport students and geology
professor will present” The
Foundation Location Project.”

Tuesday May 5, at 7pm Finley
Redmond SUNY Brockport student
will present, “Making your Future
with the Past.” What this SUNY
Brockport student learned and
accomplished after stepping into
the world of a museum during the
post-fire, reconstruction era.

The Academy building’s foundation Location
Project by Board member Christopher Graham

A formal archaeological report using artifacts
unearthed and data collected from this past Fall’s
“Original Academy Foundation Location Project” is
now being compiled by our SUNY Brockport team.
The college staff and students, along with metal
detectorist and CHS member Matt Bacchetta, will
present their findings at a lecture at the Academy on
Tuesday April 7th at 7PM. A shadow box highlighting
several artifacts uncovered during this project is now
proudly hanging in the Academy, kindly donated by
Matt. Thank you Matt!

One of the most interesting—and unexpected—finds
from this that project is a “Vote for James G. Blaine”
campaign token from the 1884 Republican
Presidential Nomination Primary Race. To discover
how that token ended up on the property our
Clarkson Town Historian, Leanna Hale, is currently
searching through newspaper articles from that time
to confirm if he personally made a campaign stop in
Clarkson. (Spoiler Alert: Blaine lost that 1884
Primary Race to Grover Cleveland, who went on to
become President.)

Another interesting project is now queued for this
Spring: “The Old St. Mary’s Cemetery—Anyone Left
Behind?” Located just off East Ave. this was the
original consecrated burial ground for Clarkson.
When the new Mt. Olivet cemetery was established,
the individual burials from St. Mary’s were
disinterred and reinterred at Mt. Olivet. However, a
mystery endures—the group monument in Mt.
Olivet listing the individuals moved does not
represent all of the known burials at St. Mary’s.
Were there any graves overlooked and left behind?
In the spirit of community archaeology, we will again
be partnering with the Anthropology and Geology



faculty and students at SUNY Brockport along with our metal detectorist Matt
Bacchetta to help us solve this mystery with their various remote scanning
technologies. (No digging—we promise!)

IN MEMORIAM

Rosie Rich passed away peacefully on Monday November 10. Rosie was well known
to the Clarkson Historical Society and the Brockport Community for her volunteer
work. The CHS would like to express our condolences to her family.

There will be a celebration of life for Mary Edwards on March 28, 1:30-3:30 at the
Brockport United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall (enter from the parking lot).
Please wear something red to honor her vibrant and joyful spirit.

HISTORY AROUND CLARKSON

The Joel Palmer House 8354 Ridge Road. Joel Palmer settled on land in 1810 and
built a log cabin. He operated a tannery and built the present brick home in the
federal style between 1820 and 1825. “Deacon” Palmer and his wife Elmira Palmer
were members of the first Clarkson Church.










